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SUBJECT: SOUTH AFRICAN TRADE MISSION VISITS URUGUAY 

REF: MVD 3474, NOVEMBER 27, 1974 

1. A SOUTH AFRICAN TRADE MISSION WHICH INCLUDED THE UNDER- 
SECRETARIES OF FOREIGN RELATIONS (G.B. FOURIE), FINANCE 
(G.W. BROWNE), COMMERCE (J.F. STEYN), AND INDUSTRIES 

(P.F. THERON) VISITED URUGUAY BETWEEN JANUARY 1 1 AND 14. THE 
GROUP MADE NO PUBLIC COMMITMENTS AND SIGNED NO AGREEMENTS. 

ITS MISSION MIGHT BE DESCRIBED AS AN EFFORT TO BECOME BETTER 
ACQUAINTED WITH LOCAL BUSINESSMEN AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. 
THIS OBJECTIVE WOULD SEEM TO HAVE BEEN ACCOMPLISHED AS THE 
VISIT RECEIVED EXTENSIVE AND FAVORABLE NEWSPAPER COVERAGE. 

2. SOUTH AFRICA HAS RECENTLY PROVIDED TIMELY AID IN REDUCING 
URUGUAY'S SHORT TERM BALANCE OF PAYMENTS DEFICIT BY DEPOSITING 
US$20 MILLION IN URUGUAY'S CENTRAL BANK AND PURCHASING US$10 
MILLION IN DOLLAR DENOMINATED TREASURY BONDS. (SEE REFTEL.) THIS 
AID WAS ACCOMPANIED BY A SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN IMPORTS FROM 
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WITH $1.8 MILLION FOR ALL OF 1973, AND $.7 MILLION IN 1972. YARNS, 

TEXTILES AND CERAMIC TILES ACCOUNTED FOR MOST OF THE 1974 
INCREASE. 

3. THE MISSION EMPHASIZED SOUTH AFRICAN RECEPTIVITY TO THIS 
GROWING TRADE AND DISCUSSED PROBLEMS RESULTING FROM THE LACK 

OF ADEQUATE AIR AND SEA TRANSPORTATION BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. 
TECHNOLOGICAL ASSISTANCE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF URUGUAY'S 
MINERAL RESOURCES WAS OFFERED, AND IT WAS ANNOUNCED THAT A 
VETERINARY TEAM WOULD SOON COME TO INSPECT SANITARY CONDITIONS 
IN URUGUAY'S MEATPACKING INDUSTRY. 

4. COMMENT: SOUTH AFRICA IS NORMALLY SELF-SUFFICIENT IN BEEF 
AND IS NOT LIKELY TO BECOME A SIGNIFICANT BUYER: HOWEVER, IT 
COULD MAKE OCCASIONAL SPOT PURCHASES. 

5. BOTH COUNTRIES SEEM TO BE LOOKING FOR FRIENDS, URUGUAY IN THE 
ECONOMIC FIELD AND SOUTH AFRICA FOR SUPPORT IN INTERNATIONAL 
FORA. THIS BUDDING RELATIONSHIP MAY THUS PROVE TO BE MUTUALLY 
BENEFICIAL. 
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